A YEAR IN REVIEW: Top 10 spiritual high points of 2011
REVIEW AND REMEMBER
1. We celebrated the birth of Jesus in our Christmas celebration.
Luke 1:31-33; 2:7-11

Luke 1:31-33 You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him
the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom
will never end.”
Luke 2:7-11 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him
in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. And there were shepherds living out
in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to
them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.
Hymn 36:1-3
2. We remembered Jesus revealed as the Son of God by his great miracles (Epiphany)

Matthew 8:24-26 Without warning, a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the
waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples went and woke him, saying,
“Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?”
Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.
Matthew 8:2-3 A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if you are
willing, you can make me clean.” Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am
willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately he was cured of his leprosy.
Matthew 15:22 A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of
David, have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering terribly from demon-possession.”
Matthew 15:28 Then Jesus answered, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.”
And her daughter was healed from that very hour.
John 11:43-45 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The
dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” Therefore many of the Jews who
had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him.
Matthew 15:30-31 Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the
mute and many others, and laid them at his feet; and he healed them. The people were amazed
when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled made well, the lame walking and the blind
seeing. And they praised the God of Israel.
Hymn 36:4-5

3. We somberly remembered Jesus’ sacrifice for our sins (Lent)
Isaiah 53:4-6; John 19:30

Isaiah 53:4-6 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him
stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his
wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own
way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
John 19:30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his
head and gave up his spirit.
Hymn 76:1-3
4. We joyfully celebrated the resurrection of Christ (Easter)
Matthew 28:5-8; John 11:25-26

Matthew 28:5-8 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking
for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place
where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going
ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” So the women hurried
away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples.
John 11:25-26 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will
live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe
this?”
Hymn 76:4,5
5. We remembered our Lord’s ascending to heaven with power and glory
Acts 1:9-11; Ephesians 1:20-23

Acts 1:9-11 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from
their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men
dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking
into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the
same way you have seen him go into heaven.”
Ephesians 1:20-23 which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him
at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion,
and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And
God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church,
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
Hymn 441:1,2
6. We celebrated Pentecost and the work of the Holy Spirit in us

Acts 2:1-4,38; 1 Corinthians 2:14; 12:3

Acts 2:1-4 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a
sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where
they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as
the Spirit enabled them.
Acts 2:38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
1 Corinthians 2:14 The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are
spiritually discerned.
1 Corinthians 12:3 Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says,
“Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
Hymn 441:3,4
STAND
7. God’s Word was proclaimed in our church and school, many were baptized (and we
remembered our own baptisms), and we celebrated the Lord’s Supper
2 Timothy 3:15-17; Matthew 28:19; John 3:5-6; Titus 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 11:23-28

2 Timothy 3:15-17 and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to
make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
John 3:5-6 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he
is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.
Titus 3:5-6 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.
He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out
on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior,
1 Corinthians 11:23-28 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord
Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after
supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever
you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of
the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.
A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.
Hymn 441:5,6
BE SEATED

8. We celebrated many confirmations, and the unity of faith that binds us together as the body
of Christ.
Revelation 3:20-21; 2:10b; Ephesian 4:15-16

Revelation 3:20-21 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. To him who overcomes, I will
give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his
throne.
Revelation 2:10 Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.
Ephesians 4:15-16 Speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the
Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.
Hymn 597
9. The Lord blessed us through family and we celebrated marriages.
Ephesians 5:22-25,28; 6:1-4

Ephesians 5:22-25 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of
the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the
church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. Husbands,
love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her
Ephesians 5:28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He
who loves his wife loves himself.
Ephesians 6:1-4 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and
mother”—which is the first commandment with a promise— “that it may go well with you and
that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead,
bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.
Hymn 70:1,2
10. The Lord helped us in times of sickness, trouble, temptation or death
Romans 8:31-32,37-39 John 10:27-30

Romans 8:31-32 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be
against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also,
along with him, graciously give us all things?
Romans 8:37-39 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor
the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able
to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Funerals: Lorraine Christensen, Aaron Chambers, Gerhard Thamm Sr., Lucille Jump

John 10:27-30 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who
has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. I and
the Father are one.”
Hymn 69:1-4
Were there some things you thought we might remember, but didn’t? A building project well underway.
countless volunteer hours, a new Sudanese ministry, and much more. Those things surely are important.
But they are all done in response to what God has done for us. Our top 10 list is all about God.

We give thanks and rededicate ourselves to Christ for the coming year.
Joshua 24:14-18

Joshua 24:14-18 “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods
your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. But if serving the
Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in
whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” Then the
people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve other gods! It was the Lord our
God himself who brought us and our fathers up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and
performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all
the nations through which we traveled. And the Lord drove out before us all the nations,
including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the Lord, because he is our
God.”
Hymn 70:3-4

