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WEEKLY NEWS & NOTES 
December 15th – 19th, 2025 

 

 
5071 Center St. Omaha, NE 68106 

gsomaha.com (402)553-6760 

 
General News and Notes  

o Instead of doing classroom gift exchanges for Christmas, 

each year we buy gifts for children staying in local shelters 

who may not otherwise receive Christmas gifts. Once we 

receive a list from the shelter, our 6th-8th-grade class will go 

shopping to pick out and buy the gifts. We ask that each 

student please bring $5 to school. Unfortunately, we had 

received a limited amount of the $5 donations as of 

Friday’s deadline, so we are extending the deadline until 

this Wednesday. If you are still able to send $5 with your 

child, we appreciate your helping us show the love of 

Jesus to our community in this way! 

o This year’s Children’s Christmas Service, entitled 

“Bethlehem,” is this at 6:30 p.m. this Thursday, December 

18th, in the sanctuary at Coram Deo (8787 Pacific St.). 

Students should arrive no later than 6:15 p.m., so we can 

be lined up and ready to walk in at exactly 6:30. A note 

with a map and more information is attached to this email 

and on the last page of this list, as well. Our students can’t 

wait to share the good news of Jesus’ birth with all of you! 

o Christmas for Kids is one week away – Saturday, 

December 20th, from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. Preschool-

5th grade students (invite friends/family) are invited to 

attend this fun event - Christmas activities, Bible stories, 

songs, and snacks! Please see the table in the narthex for 

sign-up sheets and volunteer opportunities! You can also 

register your child/ren to attend here. 

o May the Lord give you and your loved ones a very blessed 

and merry Christmas! We look forward to turning the 

calendar to a new year of God’s blessings! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

December 17 
Midweek Advent Service 

Soup Supper @ 5 p.m. 

Worship @ 6:30 p.m. 

December 18 
Children’s Christmas Service  

6:30 p.m. @ Coram Deo 

(Daycare closes @ 5 p.m.) 

Students need to be at Coram Deo 

by 6:15 p.m. 

December 19 
End of 1st semester  

Noon dismissal – no lunch 

December 20 
Christmas 4 Kids 

9:00-12:00 @ Good Shepherd 

December 22-January 2 
NO SCHOOL (Christmas Break) 

January 13-16 
MAP Testing (1st-8th grade) 

January 19 
NO SCHOOL (MLK Jr. Day) 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScvqbUHuqGiCwGbigdDFytl0ddKGL-BVfXjTJOqLjjWPGBsiA/viewform
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Sunday 12/14/25 

9:30 a.m. – Bible Study (Mr. Lauber) 

10:30 a.m. – Worship w/ Communion (Pastor Schell) 

 

MR. LAUBER & MRS. ROBERTS’ CLASSROOM 
 

• We will be shopping for Christmas gifts for residents of the 

Stephen Center this week. We will plan on going on Thursday 

morning around 9:30 a.m. If you are willing and able to help 

drive kids to Walmart and back (arriving around 10:30), please 

let me know! 
 

 
Practicing “Bethlehem” in the church 

 

 

Theme: 
 

“The Kingdom of God Is Near: 

From the Mall to the Manger” 

 

Readings: 
 

• 1st Lesson – Isaiah 11:1-10 

• Psalm 130A 

• 2nd Lesson – Romans 15:4-13 

• Gospel – Matthew 3:1-12 

 

Hymns: 
 

• #317 - “When All the World 

Was Cursed” 

• #316 – “On Jordan’s Bank 

the Baptist’s Cry” 

• #650 - “From Depths of Woe, 

Lord God, I Cry” 

• #660 – “Here, O My Lord, I 

See You Face to Face” 

• #308 – “There’s a Voice in 

the Wilderness Crying” 

 

TESTS THIS WEEK 

M – 8th-Grade Math 

Tu – None 

W – None 

Th – 7th-Grade Math 

F – Half Day (Christmas Party) 
 

 
All smiles in 6th-8th grade! 
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MISS CROWL’S CLASSROOM 

 

Notes & Reminders:  

• We will continue to have memory work every day this 

week in preparation for the children’s Christmas 

service this Thursday, December 18th.  

• The sign-up sheet for the class Christmas party on Friday, 

December 19th, has been posted in the hallway. 

Thank you to those who have already signed up to 

bring something.  

• There will be no Spelling test this week.  

 

 
 

 
“Monochromatic Day” for our Undercover Faculty & Staff Spirit Week! 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Mission Statement 

Good Shepherd  

Lutheran School exists for 

students to be 

 

FED by the Word, 

FOLLOW Christ in his love, 

and 

FIND the lost with his Word. 
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MRS. HOPFENSPERGER’S CLASSROOM 

 

• Spelling Words (1st & 2nd Grade): 
o 1st:  None 

o 2nd: None 

• High Frequency Words: 

o Kindergarten: the, a, see, I, by, my, to, at, am, go, is, 

no, man, and, you, can, an, has, it, he, ran, she, did, 

in, put, me, sits, with, big, good, his, very, got, here, 

of, on 

o 1st: again, away, because, cold, fall, full, or, pretty 

o 2nd: almost, become, begin, high, kind, might, night, 

one, open, opened 

• Sound of the Week: 
o Kindergarten: O 

o 1st: initial blends with r 

o 2nd: multi-syllabic words long i 

• Focus Skills 

o Kindergarten: identify medial vowel sounds, isolate 

medial sounds, blend phonemes into words, 

produce rhymes, central idea, story elements 

o 1st: text features, make and confirm predictions, 

make connections, ideas and support 

o 2nd: characters, summarize, text features, evaluate, 

ideas and support 

• Power Words 

o Kindergarten: muscles, relaxing, take care 

o 1st: arrives, avoid, bare, blanket, faces, fades, 

hidden, nears, pattern, seasons, shines, weather 

o 2nd: advice, architect, earned, equal, honored, 

interviews, lot, manager, politics, rare, relay, stoop, 

success, volunteers 

 
There will be no Show and Tell in December. Show and Tell will start 

in January. 

 

I sent out an email with a sign-up genius for help bringing treats for 

our Christmas party. Please check your email! Thanks for your help! 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

 
December 18th – Children’s Christmas Service 6:30 p.m. at 

Coram Deo 

December 19th – ½ day of school: Christmas party (no hot lunch 

or aftercare) 

December 20th – Christmas for Kids 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

 

Faculty outing on “Glasses Day” of the 

Undercover Spirit Week 

 
MEMORY WORK 

 

Memory Work will be Christmas 

Service recitations. A note was sent 

home last week. Please let me know 

if you do not have it.  
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MRS. WALZ’S CLASSROOM 
 

• In Jesus Time, this week we will learn one story. Our story is “Young 

Jesus Visits the Temple.”  In this story, we will hear how Jesus 

showed he was the Son of God as a young boy. 

• For Circle Time, this week we will talk all about our five senses. 

• December’s Family Fun Calendars and Nightly Reading Sheets 

are due Wednesday, December 17th. 

• Our Children’s Christmas Service is this Thursday, December 18th. 

It will be at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary of Corum Deo (8787 Pacific 

Street). Please have your child to Corum Deo by 6:15 pm, so we 

are ready to line up. If you have any questions, please let me 

know. 

• We will be having our classroom Christmas party on Friday, 

December 19th. Remember it is a pajama party and a half day of 

school. Thank you to everyone who has signed up to bring 

something to the party. 

• There is No School from the afternoon of Friday, December 19th, 

to Friday, January 2nd. 

• If you ever have any questions, please feel free to email me, send 

me a message in Bloomz, send a note in your child’s backpack, 

or talk to me in person. 

• Have a great week!  

 

 

                                                Playing musical instruments 

 
Taste testing different kinds of apples 

 
 

   TEACHER CONTACT INFO 

 

  Mrs. Sarah Walz - Preschool 

o swalz@gsomaha.com 

 
  Mrs. Andrea Hopfensperger – K-2 

o ahopfensperger@gsomaha.com 

 

  Miss Amber Crowl – 3-5 

o acrowl@gsomaha.com 

 

  Mrs. Wendy Roberts – 6-8 

o wroberts@gsomaha.com 
 

  Mr. Joel Lauber – 6-8 

o jlauber@gsomaha.com 
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