
   

   
   

 

 

WEEKLY NEWS & NOTES 
September 28th – October 2nd, 2026 

 

 
5071 Center St. Omaha, NE 68106 

gsomaha.com (402)553-6760 

 
General News and Notes  

o Thank you to everyone who came in for Parent-Teacher 

Conferences last week! It’s a privilege to partner with you 

in your child(ren)’s education! 

o Our preschool through 5th-grade students will be heading 

to Vala’s Pumpkin Patch this Wednesday! They’ll take a 

bus, leaving at 8:40 a.m. and returning around 2:00 p.m. 

Please make sure to send a sack lunch that can be thrown 

away when they’re finished! 

o Interested in learning more about what the Bible teaches 

and what we teach your children from God’s Word? We 

just started a new Bible Information Class! We’ll meet 

Thursday evenings at 6:30 for about an hour to explore the 

Bible, tackle some of life’s biggest questions, and focus on 

its central message: Jesus and his saving work for us. The 

class is open to anyone who would like to learn more, 

whether you’re considering church membership, want to 

review the basics, or simply have questions. It’s also a 

great opportunity for parents to hear firsthand what we 

teach. Feel free to invite a friend or family member!  If 

you’re interested in attending, please contact Pastor Otto 

at (715) 614-2190 or pastorotto@gsomaha.com so we 

have a rough idea of how many to expect. Thank you! 

o We received a $450 check from our Grandfriends’ Day 

dining out fundraiser at Runza! Thank you to everyone who 

participated, and we thank Runza for their generosity! 

 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

September 30 
Field Trip to Vala’s Pumpkin Patch 

(Preschool - 5th grade) 

October 10 
Fall Festival 

October 12-16 
NO SCHOOL (Fall Break) 
(Teachers’ Conference @ YMCA of 

the Rockies – Snow Mountain Ranch) 

October 23 
End of the 1st Quarter 

October 24 
NELHS Volleyball Tournament 

October 30 
Field Trip to Henry Doorly Zoo 

(Preschool – 8th grade) 

November 7 
NELHS Academic & Fine Arts Fair 

November 16 
Black Violin @ Holland Center (1-8) 

Skating @ Skate City in Bellevue 

November 18 
Goodnight Stories 

 

 
 
 

 



   

   
   

 

 

Sunday 9/27/26 

9:30 a.m. – Bible Study (Pastor Melso) 

10:30 a.m. – Worship w/ Praise Band (Pastor Melso) 

 

MR. LAUBER & MRS. ROBERTS’ CLASSROOM 
 

• Thank you to Mr. Campos, Mrs. Balvanz, Mrs. Endorf, and Mrs. Koontz 

for driving students to and from NELHS Day! 

• Spanish I students are preparing for their first test right after Fall 

Break.  How does one study for a Spanish test?  Right now, they 

can begin work on memorizing their Spanish vocabulary from their 

vocab sheets and learning numbers 1-60. 
• Ask your student about all of the different activities we are doing in 

writing class:  Journals, Article of the Week responses, Ten Sentence 

Story challenges, Word of the Week vocabulary building, Fifteen 

Minutes of Sustained Silent Writing, Building Better writing with literary 

device practice, and our first essay draft writing about our "Favorite 

Mistake." 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Theme: 
 

“Heavenly Citizens, Faithful Lives” 

 

Readings: 
 

• 1st Lesson – Isaiah 5:1-7 

• 2nd Lesson – Philippians 3:12-21 

• Gospel - Matthew 21:33-43 

 

Hymns: 
 

• #889 – “Jerusalem the 

Golden” 

• #885 – “There Is a Higher 

Throne” 

• #853 – “I’m But a Stranger 

Here” 

• “I Will Rise” – Chris Tomlin 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TESTS THIS WEEK 

M – None 

Tu – 6th - Math 

W – 7&8 – U.S. History 

Th – None 

F – None 

 
Science fun at NELHS Day! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



   

   
   

 

MISS CROWL’S CLASSROOM 

 
Memory Work: The new memory work calendar for the month of 

October will be sent home on Monday. Please check the students’ 

folders.  

 
Spelling:  
3rd - slight, mild, sight, pie, mind, tie, pilot, might, lie, tight, blind, 

fight, height, midnight, follow, toe, boast, open 
4th - bunch, fruit, argue, crumb, crew, tune, juice, refuse, truth, 

young, clue, trunk, amuse, suit, rude, trust, dew, stuck, rescue, brush 
5th - glory, aware, cartoon, adore, aboard, dairy, ordeal, pardon, 

warn, vary, barely, blowtorch, barge, soar, beware, absorb, armor, 

stairway, perform, former  

 
Notes & Reminders:  

• We are headed to Vala’s Pumpkin Patch on Wednesday, 

September 30th.  

• The soccer scrimmage is on for Thursday, October 1st. The 

scrimmage will be held at Gethsemane at 4:30pm. Parents 

need to drive their own child. If you need a ride for your 

child, please let me know.  

• Fall Festival is coming up on Saturday, October 10th. We’d 

love to see you there!  

 

 
Lining up for a game of “Ninesquare”! 

 

 
Having fun playing at recess 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

Good Shepherd  

Lutheran School exists for 

students to be 

 

FED by the Word, 

FOLLOW Christ in his love, 

and 

FIND the lost with his Word. 

 

 

 

 

 



   

   
   

 

MRS. HOPFENSPERGER’S CLASSROOM 

 

• Spelling Words (1st & 2nd Grade): 
o 1st: og, not, top, hot, hop, on 

o 2nd: tap, tape, fin, fine, cute, ride, rob, robe, cap, 

cape, slid, slide 

• High Frequency Words: 

o 1st: do, live, of, our, wants, what, with, your 

o 2nd: answer, find, its, miss, old, round, then, until, 

what, young 

• Sound of the Week: 
o 1st: consonants l, h and short o (review short a, i, o) 

o 2nd: short and long vowels 

• Focus Skills 

o 1st: setting, summarize, text features, make 

connections, content-area words 

o 2nd: setting, make connections, connect text and 

visuals, create mental images, elements of poetry 

• Power Words 

o 1st: canvas, clinic, community, decorated, dipped, 

gazed, gloom, heart, map, places, purpose, town 

o 2nd: battleground, buzzing, clanking, feud, fit, frenzy, 

funky, gasped, odd, plumes, recognize, strokes, 

tumbling, wisps 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

 
September 30th- Field Trip to Vala’s Pumpkin Patch (bring sack 

lunch) 

October 2nd- Library for first and second grades  

October 2nd- First grade show and tell 

October 10th- Fall Festival 4-7 p.m. 

October 12th-16th- Fall Break 
 

 

 

Dancing fun at Goodnight Stories! 

 

 

 
 

MEMORY WORK 
 

Tuesday: 

1st – Galatians 4:4 

2nd – Galatians 4:4 

 

Wednesday: 

2nd – 1 Peter 5:8 

 

Thursday: 

1st – None 

2nd – None 
 

 

 

 

 



   

   
   

 

 



   

   
   

 

MRS. WALZ’S CLASSROOM 

• In Jesus Time, this week we will learn two stories. Our first story is 

“God Takes Care of Moses.”  In this story, we will hear how God 

saved a young boy from a wicked king’s terrible rule.  Our second 

story is “God Chooses Moses.” In this story, we will hear about God 

plans to use that young boy to save his people. 

• For Circle Time, this week we will talk all about the theme All About 

Apples and the letter H. 

• We will be going on a field trip to Vala’s Pumpkin Patch THIS 

Wednesday, September 30th. We will be staying for lunch and 

returning to school around 2:00 pm. Please see the orange note 

that was sent home last week with more information. 

• There is Show and Tell this week. The theme is something that starts 

with H or E. 

• There is No School from Monday, October 12th through Friday, 

October 16th for Teacher Conference and Fall Break. 

• If you ever have any questions, please feel free to email me, send 

me a message in Bloomz, send a note in your child’s backpack, 

or talk to me in person. 

• Have a great week!  
 

 

 

 
                                          Sorting “The Color Monster” emotions! 

 
Drawing and coloring pictures 

 

 
 

   TEACHER CONTACT INFO 

 

  Mrs. Sarah Walz - Preschool 

o swalz@gsomaha.com 

 

  Mrs. Sarah Otto - Kindergarten 

o sotto@gsomaha.com 

 
  Mrs. Andrea Hopfensperger – K-2 

o ahopfensperger@gsomaha.com 

 

  Miss Amber Crowl – 3-5 

o acrowl@gsomaha.com 

 

  Mrs. Wendy Roberts – 6-8 

o wroberts@gsomaha.com 
 

  Mr. Joel Lauber – 6-8 

o jlauber@gsomaha.com 
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